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and Walkervi l le distr ict

We acknowledge the Tradit ional  Owners of  Country throughout Austral ia and recognise their
cont inuing connection to land,  waters and culture.  

We pay our respects to their  Elders past ,  present and emerging.



Calling All Creatives: Expressions of Interest Open for the BLUE CUBE at the Venus Bay 

Community Centre! 

 From mid-November until the end of April, we are inviting artists, makers, and creative minds to bring their work to life 

in the Blue Cube. Whether you're a visual artist, installation artist, performer, or experimental maker, the ArtCube 

offers a unique opportunity to engage the community, test new ideas, and be part of a vibrant summer arts program. 

Why be involved? 

      Creative Incubation 

• The ArtCube is a seasonal incubator for creativity — a place where bold 

ideas and experimental works are welcomed. 

• It's perfect for short residencies, pop-up exhibitions, participatory 

projects, or creative happenings. 

• Artists are encouraged to use the space to push boundaries, try 

something new, and connect directly with the public. 

              Community & Visitor Engagement 

• Located at the community centre, the ArtCube sits in a buzzing hub of 

summer activity. 

• Your project will be part of a broader program that attracts locals, 

holidaymakers, and art lovers alike. 

• The space supports connection — across generations, interests, and 

cultures — through accessible and engaging creative experiences. 

We’re seeking expressions of interest from individual artists or collectives 
interested in occupying the Blue Cube ; projects may be as short as a weekend 
or run over several weeks. All disciplines welcome! 

Want to know more? Send an email to carol@vbcc.org.au, or call in to the Venus Bay Community Centre.  

 

mailto:carol@vbcc.org.au


 



 

 

 

 

                                                               
 

The 

Venus Bay & District CERT volunteer first 
responders and committee of 

management would  like to THANK the 
Bendigo Bank in Inverloch for their generosity in funding of $1603 for the new chairs and chair trolley. 

The responders project “Take the weight off your Feet” 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Tarwin Lower Union Church 

Regular services: 

Sunday 10.30 a.m.     Anglican/Uniting 

 

Saturday 4 p.m.                   Catholic 

 

Our mission is to be a welcoming, sharing Christian community 

For all the latest news check out our Facebook page: 

Tarwin Lower Union Church 

 

The VBAC will hold the January fishing competition 

from 23rd January  2026 starting at 6.00am.  

You can weigh in your catch from 4.00 - 6.00pm on 

the 23rd-25th with final weigh in on the 26th January 

between 2.30-3.00 pm when the winners will be 

announced.  

1st Prize for members is a $50 voucher from The 

Cavity; 2nd prize is a BCF voucher provided by Arma Window  Tinting.    

The BBQ will be held at Gerald's  Shed from 6.00pm 24th January with lots of 

great raffle prizes.   

Non-members can join in for $5 which includes entry to the competition and the 

BBQ.  

 



 

 

We were thrilled to host the celebration of SUNNY recently – 

acknowledging the collaboration and partnerships – along with massive 

volunteer and community support to make an Australian first pilot 

project happen right here in Venus Bay!! 

Over the last 2 years, both Venus Bay and Sandy Point have been part 

of a research project along with La Trobe University, iMove 

Cooperative Research Centre, Department of Transport and of course 

the community! Regional communities driving their own transport 

solutions – with an electric mini-bus call 

SUNNY! 

While the pilot project has produced a 

comprehensive, research based report over 

the last 2 years – detailing what it takes for 

communities to undertake such a community 

transport project. This will help to inform 

policy that will influence how these projects 

can continue to be supported in regional 

communities – along with an amazing toolkit 

for others to use (what we wish we knew when 

we started!!). 

While the supported pilot is complete, SUNNY continues to operate. This does mean we need to raise the cold 

hard cash for the fixed financial costs, and continue to attract, support and harness our volunteer community to 

ensure the service can continue. There is more information (including the Final Report) on our website here: 

www.vbcc.org.au/ebus 

http://www.vbcc.org.au/ebus


Stirring the Pot Shakes Things Up 

The Stirring the Pot group recently mixed up a very 

successful Cocktail and Mocktail Night — and what a 

night it was. With lots of laughs, plenty of shared recipes 

and a generous splash of alcohol, the room was buzzing 

from start to finish. 

Members took turns stirring, shaking and tasting a wide 

range of creative drinks, swapping tips and favourite 

flavours along the way. The mocktails were just as 

popular as the cocktails, proving that good company and 

a bit of creativity are the real key ingredients. 

It was a fun, relaxed evening full of connection and 

conversation, and a great reminder of how food and 

drink can bring people together. Cheers to Stirring the 

Pot for another memorable night!        

Our next Stirring the Pot event will be on the theme of 

Salads – how creative are you? 



 

  



 

 





 



 

 



 

How to live at home for longer 
Personalised Support with My Aged Care & Support at Home 
Navigating the aged care system can be complex — but you don’t have to do it alone. Book a one-on-one 
consultation with Laura Corbett from Latrobe Community Health Services for personalised assistance in 
understanding, applying for, and managing your My Aged Care and Support at Home services. 
Laura can guide you through each step of the process, ensuring you access the right supports to maintain 
your independence, wellbeing, and comfort at home. 
 When: Wednesday 21st January 2026 

 
Appointments:  

• 10am – 11am 
• 11am – 12pm 
• 12pm – 1pm  
• 1pm – 2pm  

 
Where: Venus Bay Community Centre, 27 Canterbury Rd, Venus Bay  

Contact to book appointments:  

Alyson: (03) 5663 7499 or vbcc@bigpond.com 

 

Laura Corbett – 0483 289 683 or laura.corbett@lchs.com.au 
1800 242 696 dial 2 then option 2 for Support at Home 

mailto:laura.corbett@lchs.com.au


 

Gippsland Community Leadership Program 
 

This year’s graduates of the Committee for Gippsland 

(C4G)’s Gippsland Community Leadership Program (GCLP) 

recently celebrated their completion of the program, 

marking another successful year of C4G developing strong 

community leaders across the region and delivering 

impactful community projects through their syndicates. 

 

Syndicate 1 “Disaster Stars” designed and delivered a 

community led disaster resilience project for Venus Bay. 

The group consisted of local participants Austin Cram (Bass 

Coast Shire Council), Sarah Davies (Country Fire Authority), 

Ben Lehmann (South Gippsland Shire Council), Joanna 

O’Reilly Stubbs (Parliament of Victoria) and Andrea Phillips 

(South Gippsland Shire Council). 

 

After identifying the specific risks Venus Bay faces 

including power outages and absence of water mains, the 

syndicate focused on creating 1,500 custom A6 emergency information magnets for households in 

collaboration with the Venus Bay Community Centre, South Gippsland Shire Council, Bass Coast Shire Council, 

the Country Fire Authority and Ausnet.  

 

Each magnet includes key messaging of no power = no 

water, local emergency phone numbers, radio frequencies 

and a quick response code to the Ausnet online power 

outage tracker. The syndicate considered colour blindness 

and language barriers in their design, to ensure the 

magnets are accessible to the whole community. The 

syndicate also secured a South Gippsland Shire Council 

$1,000 community grant to support the production of the 

1,500 magnets. 

 

Community members can collect an emergency magnet 

from multiple Venus Bay locations including the Venus Bay 

Community Centre and local businesses. 

 

Further information on emergency planning across South 

Gippsland is available at www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au  

 

Applications for 2026 Gippsland Community Leadership 

Program are now open and scholarship options are 

available. For more information and to apply visit 

www.committeeforgippsland.com.au  

 

Disaster Stars syndicate members at 
Committee for Gippsland’s 2025 Gippsland 
Community Leadership Program graduation 
ceremony. Left to right Andrea Phillips, 
Austin Cram, Joanna O’Reilly Stubbs, Ben 
Lehmann and Sarah Davies. 

http://www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/
http://www.committeeforgippsland.com.au/


CIRCLES
ENERGY

A series of community-led gatherings where people

can ask questions, share knowledge and learn more

about home energy efficiency and renewable energy!

 Energy Circles events are supported by the Venus Bay Community Centre and Mycelia Renewables Partnership and funded by grants

from Ausnet Energy Resilience Community Fund and FRRR Community-led Climate Solutions

Solar Rebate

The Victorian Government provides a rebate of up to $1,400 for the installation

of solar panel (PV) systems. These rebates are offered to Victorians with

existing homes or homes under construction. There are also solar rebates for

rental properties.

Interest-free loans

You will be offered an interest-free loan of up to $1,400 in your application. No

collateral is required. If you opt in for the loan, the amount will be processed

along with the rebate payment and paid directly to the solar retailer.

Check your eligibility and get more information at www.solar.vic.gov.au

 Cheaper Home Batteries Program

From 1 July 2025, households and small businesses may be eligible for

around a 30% discount on the upfront cost of installing small-scale

battery systems alongside new or existing rooftop solar. The discount will

be based on the usable capacity of the battery. The discount will

gradually decline (in line with battery prices reducing) through to 2030. 

Under the program, a household could save around $4,000 off the upfront

cost of installing an 11.5 kWh battery previously costing around $13,000.

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/energy/programs/cheaper-home-batteries

 Home Energy Rebates 

https://www.solar.vic.gov.au/solar-rebates-rental-properties
https://www.solar.vic.gov.au/solar-rebates-rental-properties


You can reduce costs and may be eligible for rebates, by replacing old heating

and cooling systems or simply purchasing more energy-efficient products.

Have an energy question? Contact your local Mycelia Energy Collective at the Venus Bay Community Centre

Reverse Cycle Air Conditioners (RCACs)

There is no minimum system size requirement to obtain a discount on

upgrading to a reverse cycle air conditioner.  The amount of the discount

depends on what you are upgrading from and the size of the Reverse Cycle Air

Conditioner.  

Examples:

 If you are upgrading from a gas room heater (non-ducted) the rebates is

between $630 to $1,610 for RCACs from 3kW to 9kW.

If you are upgrading from a ducted (whole-of-house) gas heater and installed 4

split systems (1 x 8kW & 3 x 3kW), the rebate is up to $2,520

More information is available at:  https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/victorian-

energy-upgrades/products/heating-and-cooling-discounts

Victorian Energy Upgrades
The Victorian Energy Upgrades program offers discounts on
energy-efficient products for your home or business. There are
a number of requirements including the product being
approved and an accredited provider with Victorian Energy
Upgrades, needs to complete the paper work for the discount.

More information is available at: 
https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/victorian-energy-upgrades

PLEASE NOTE: Telemarketing and doorknocking under the
Victorian Energy Upgrades program is banned. This is to
protect consumers from high-pressure sales tactics and other
inappropriate marketing.

Hot water rebate- Administered by Victorian Government
Hot water rebates of up to $1,000 are available for eligible heat pump and solar hot water

products. If you select a locally made product, you could be eligible for a rebate of up to

$1,400.

Check your eligibility and get more information at www.solar.vic.gov.au/hot-water-rebate



 



The KitchenTableTour

Bill Jackson
Frank 

Jones
Dave S

teel

Award Winning Solo Artist Founding Member
The Whirling Furphies

Founding Member
Weddings, Parties, Anything

We welcome back three Award Winning
Songwriters sitting around a kitchen table doing
what they do at home. Playing old and new
songs from their extensive solo catalogues -
interspersed with their take on some classic
Australian folk songs, they will make you laugh,
sing and cry. Not to be missed!

Proudly Presented by The Tarwin Lower Mechanics Institute Memorial Hall

Saturday 28 February - 7:00pm

www.trybooking.com/DIEWB

Tickets $30/$25

TARWIN LOWER MECHANICS HALL 
27 RIVER DRIVE TARWIN LOWER

Or scan the 
QR Code

http://www.trybooking.com/DIEWB


Nurse Practitioner Deb Garvey 
Need a heart check, blood test, prescription or have a 
health question? Nurse Practitioner Deb Garvey is available 
Wednesday mornings from 8am. Please book at the Health 
Centre or call and leave a message on  
03 5667 5680 or TeleHealth - call Deb 0467 841 782. 

Maternal & Child Health Nurse 
To book an appointment, please call 
South Gippsland Shire Council 
03 5662 9294.  

Community Food Cupboard 
Thank-you to everyone who donates. People are very 
appreciative of the support from the community. We are 
always in need of things that you can turn into dinner- tinned 
tuna, tinned veggies, pasta, rice, noodles, sauces and also 
flour, long life milk, sugar. Frozen food also welcome. 

Drop off food items to the Health Centre-  
19 Walkerville Rd. Mon to Frid 10am- 2pm (subject to 
volunteer availability). 

Garden Bee Crew- you’re invited!!! 
Whether you have helped once or often, you have contributed 
to the gardens looking beautiful. As a special thank-you, the 
Health Centre is catering brunch. RSVP essential and please 
include any dietary requirements 
tarwinlowerCHC@gmail.com.  
Saturday 10th January. 10-11am followed by yummy brunch. 

Pilates on Tuesday mornings.  
Improve your strength, balance and flexibility in friendly and 
welcoming class. 
Classes $15 
For class times and to book, please call Jeanette on 0409 
252 863. 

January Newsletter 2026 
19 Walkerville Rd, Tarwin Lower 
Phone: 03 5667 5680  

Mon-Frid 10am-2pm (subject to volunteer 
availability) 



 

 
 
 

 
 
Art Show- Everyone Welcome! 
 
Come along and support local artists. Gold coin donation. 
 
Sunday 4th January 
2-5pm. 
19 Walkerville Rd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Join our Creative Connections Art Group 
No experience is needed—just a willingness to explore, play, 
and enjoy the process.  
 
To find out more 0488 990 598. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Friday Friendship group 
Friday Friendship group gets together for picnics, music, 
entertainment, games and more!  
Please contact Gippsland Southern Health on  
03 5654 2791. 
 
 

 

 
 
Red Cross meets once a month.  
Contact Margaret Fisher (Secretary) on 03 5663 5256.  
 
 
 
 

 

Volunteers needed! 
The Community Health Centre aims to support the health and 
well-being of our whole community. If you care about any 
aspect of health (physical, emotional, social, creative) we are 
looking for volunteer receptionists (regular or fill-in) and active 
committee members. Email: tarwinlowerchc@gmail.com 

 

mailto:tarwinlowerchc@gmail.com


 

 

Accepted materials 

(free) 

Recyclables - Paper/cardboard, glass bottles and jars, plastic bottles and containers 

(rigid plastic types 1–7), steel, whitegoods, car batteries and used motor oil. 

Accepted materials 

(fees apply) 

Domestic garbage, furniture, car bodies, tyres, concrete, bricks, commercial waste, 

green waste, gas bottles and electronic waste. 

Materials not 

accepted 

Paint, chemicals and liquid waste. Household quantities of these items may be taken 

to Detox Your Home collection days. 

Mulch South Gippsland residents can also pick up mulch for their gardens free of charge at 

any time of the year during operating hours at the transfer stations. 

 

Two Trailers for Community Use 

The Venus Bay Community Centre has a cage trailer, ideal for larger loads or items that need extra 

containment. This trailer is available for hire at a small fee of $20, helping to cover maintenance costs and 

ensure it remains in excellent condition for all users. 

The older red trailer for use free of charge. This option is perfect for the occasionally local rubbish run with 

the understanding that it must be returned as promptly as possible. Quick turnaround ensures that other 

residents also have fair and timely access to this shared resource. 

The cage trailer is locked and needs to be picked up during business hours. Monday, Wednesday Friday or 

Saturday between 10.00 and 2.00. 

There is no booking process, if the trailers are there, they are available for use.  

 



 

 

 



Volunteer with us - it's fun!
Do you have a few hours to spare? We are always looking for volunteers
to help out at the community centre...do you have any particular skills

you can contribute? Or perhaps you have a bit of time to spend helping
with filing in the office or sorting donations for the Recycling enterprise?

Every bit counts and every bit is appreciated. We could not function
without our fabulous team of volunteers. 

So why not come and join in!

Situated at 27 Canterbury Road, Venus Bay.

Phone: 5663 7499, Send mail to Post Office Box 786, Venus Bay 3956

Email: info@vbcc.org.au Website: www.vbcc.org.au

Opening hours reflect the season -  please check our website or Facebook for
details 

or call Alyson 0416 242 331
Venus Bay Community Centre is supported by:

Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, the Commonwealth
Government, & South Gippsland Shire Council.

Our website is www.vbcc.org.au

Find current and back issues of Matter Of Fact on our website.  Please
contact us if you wish to be on our email distribution list.




