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Welcome to Bulletin #3 November 2022

Community-led Energy Study

The first Community Workshop for the Venus Bay 

Community Energy Study was held on October 1st, 2022, 

at the Venus Bay Community Centre.  Twenty-four local 

people attended a three-hour workshop to contribute 

ideas about a. where future renewable energy systems 

could be best sited and b. what size they might be to 

meet the energy needs of our community during normal 

and emergency times. 

In Activity #1 we mapped community networks and 

relationships with energy and infrastructure and 

identified clusters of buildings that provide important 

services for the community and which would be good to 

power independently.

In Activity #2 we identified our household energy needs 

during short and longer outages and emergencies by

Technically Speaking

In the last Community Energy bulletin, and at the 

Community Workshop #1, three scales of local 

electricity backup systems were explored.  They were: 

1. at individual, critical sites; 2. clusters of buildings like

the Venus Bay shops, and; 3. microgrids for the estates

or whole Venus Bay peninsula scales. Systems would

work on the same principle of powering the site, cluster

or whole peninsula by ‘islanding’ or temporarily
disconnecting from the main grid during outages.

But how does that work exactly? We can use the Venus 

Bay Community Centre energy system as an example.

The Project Team includes a group of researchers from Federation University and Heather Smith from Changing Weather 

ranking the importance of different energy uses, e.g., 

phone charging and water pumping.

The Project Team now needs more input from people 

across the community, before they can properly size and 

estimate costs of the different options. So please look 

out for project representatives at local markets and 

street stalls where you could have a chat and learn more 

or complete the survey.  

A Harvest Report illustrating how the day went and what 

we produced can be found here 

The Community Centre now has solar panels, a battery 

and a generator that work together to supply power 

directly to the Centre, all day, every day. 

When the system detects that there is an outage in the 

main grid it disconnects the Centre so it can stand 

alone, that is, the Community Centre becomes its own 

electrical ‘island’, also known as islanding.

When the disconnection happens, the battery 

immediately supplies power to the Centre. Ideally, this 

happens so smoothly that no one notices.  The system 

is so smart it is able to detect if solar power is available, 

or how much power is in the battery and how much 

can be used, or if the generator needs to kick in. 

http://www.vbcc.org.au/communityenergy


Brilliantly Resilient

In this month’s bulletin let’s discuss Step 3 in the

resilience framework being applied in the Venus Bay 

Community Energy Study.

One of the most important assets a community can map 

is its capacity to deal with a disturbance. In our case the 

“disturbance” will be a loss of power, insufficient energy 
or even an energy system that is not responding to 

changes quickly enough. Our capacity to deal with 

disturbances can come in many forms. Knowledge, 

information and preparation all build individual capacity. 

If they are incorporated into plans and procedures, they 

become community capacities.

At a more practical level, having spare capacity and 

alternatives help. It is interesting to note that many tips 

about resilience come from ecological systems.  Diversity 

and flexibility create the capacity to adapt and absorb 

changes both in ecosystems and in communities. It is 

also worthwhile reminding ourselves that these are 

system-wide properties. If we want a resilient 

community, we need to look at the whole community 

and the connectivity between everyone. 

When thinking about our capacity, this attribute is often 

called Social Capital, and we know Venus Bay already has 

wonderful social capital. The challenge might be in 

thinking how this works with the community members 

and visitors who are more loosely connected and how 

together they relate to energy.

Finally, it is worth mentioning governance and leadership 

because the capacity to step up, provide resources, and 

make decisions in times of need is often built through 

structures and organisations. This does not need to 

always be formal - think of the informal helicopter 

rescue and quick response of the Koori Mail that 

emerged in the recent Lismore floods. It is important to 

note that both organisations existed before the floods 

and the relationships to community members were 

strong enough that they felt confident stepping into the 

vacuum and showing leadership.

If you are interested to know more about the ways we 

can think about capacity, Tarnagulla’s resilience project

is worth a look. They started by mapping capitals and 

identified economic capital as a key element the 

community wanted to build. This was a trigger for 

pointing back to electricity supply and the ways they 

could improve it.

Technically Speaking continued…
The system has been sized so that it only needs to use 

the generator if the battery is very low after several days 

without sunshine.

One of the snags in all this, when extending this example 

across the Venus Bay Community, is that batteries and 

fuel for generators are expensive, and not everyone can 

afford rooftop solar or even put it on, if you are in a 

rental for example.  

The impacts of cost and affordability of all the different 

sources of energy, are being considered through the 

Community Energy Project.   The cost of mains vs solar 

and batteries vs fuel  for individual sites, clusters and the 

whole Venus Bay peninsula are being assessed and 

Community Information session - Speed date a renewable energy expert

Come and speak with one of five different experts on different aspects of renewable energy.  Get 

some answers to those questions you’ve been yearning to ask.
Saturday November 12, 2022, Venus Bay Community Centre, 27 Canterbury Road, Venus Bay – 

12 noon to 2pm.  Light Lunch included – RSVP alyson@vbcc.org.au

worked through with the Community, so the most 

reliable and affordable energy supplies can be 

determined for Venus Bay. 

In Workshop #1 and through the community survey, 

people have been invited to identify their critical 

electricity needs so the Project Team can calculate 

energy system size options for individual site, cluster and 

peninsula scales.  Sizing considerations also include 

supplying electricity for essential services; enough power 

for everyone during outages; powering everything.  The 

Project Team needs input from lots of people, so system 

sizing is as well informed as possible.  If you haven’t 
already, please fill in the survey on the Venus Bay 

Community Centre website.

Bulletin #2 October 2022

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/mar/07/locals-take-charge-of-helicopter-food-and-rescue-operations-in-nsw-floods-amid-frustration-over-adf-efforts
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-08-04/success-of-koori-mail-flood-response-in-lismore-first-responders/101274516
https://tarnagulla.weebly.com/
https://theconversation.com/disaster-season-is-here-do-you-have-a-resilience-action-plan-heres-how-the-small-town-of-tarnagulla-built-theirs-151570
mailto:alyson@vbcc.org.au


Venus Bay Community Centre AGM. 

The Venus Bay Community Centre hosted its Annual General Meeting on 22 

October – a chance to reflect on the work of the Centre over the past year.

Reporting on the financial year 2021-2022, it was a moment to remember the 

challenges of the year, including lockdowns, vaccination mandates and 

dwindling resilience as the pandemic continued – it seems hard to believe

now. Despite this, we did have a productive year and full details are available 

in our Annual Report – on our website.

The Centre is governed by a volunteer board, who ensure we follow good 

governance, manage our operations successfully, our finances prudently and 

have a strategic plan that guides our work now and into the future. We could 

not be the welcoming and inclusive place we are without the contributions of 

our wonderful staff and volunteers – many thanks to everyone involved! If

you would like to be involved at the Centre, or even have ideas to share, 

please do get in touch with us – or just pop in to say hello.

The Annual Plan can be found on our website using this link. 

LaTrobe Community Health has reached out to us to see if there would be any 

need or interest for community members to update their vaccinations. Latrobe 

Community Health Service has been funded by the Gippsland Primary Health 

Network to undertake further vaccinations in the community to ensure all 

vulnerable populations have had the opportunity to be vaccinated. 

If there is interest or need in the community they would be able to bring their team to set up a vaccination site at the 

Venus Bay Community Centre – and/or they are able to undertake home visits to vaccinate those who are unable to

attend a vaccination centre. They are able to immunise children and adults with Pfizer. 

Do you need a booster, or do you know of anyone who might? Please let us know at the Centre on info@vbcc.org.au 

or 5663 7499 and we can coordinate a time and date. 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR SUMMER 

BEACH BUS DRIVERS & A VOLUNTEER 

COORDINATOR 

As we haven’t run the service for a couple of year, we have an 
opportunity to review what works and what could be improved 

– we’d love your input and feedback to help us plan a great
summer. 

Some suggestions could be: 

Keep it exactly the same – not broken, don’t fix it       

Extend hours until 6pm 

Only provide service when temperature is over 25 degrees 

Provide service on Friday, Saturday, Sunday for all of January 

Use during the morning for Nipper runs – reducing car park congestion around clubhouse 

Any other suggestions welcome!  

We are now seeking interest from potential volunteer drivers over the summer as well as a Volunteer 

Coordinator for the program. We’re starting early, as we’ll have to get our drivers to complete some 
paperwork and have a Working With Children Check – free for volunteers, but takes a few weeks to 

organise! 

Please let us know if you are keen to help or have ideas to share by email: alyson@vbcc.org.au 

https://www.vbcc.org.au/documents
mailto:info@vbcc.org.au
mailto:alyson@vbcc.org.au


Sunscape  Solar
If there is one thing we pride ourselves on, it ’s
our customer service. Installing solar is a
confusing process and we like to walk our
customers through it step-by-step so they don’t
get overwhelmed. Based in Grantville, Sunscape
Solar have over 10 years experience.

Gr idedge  Technology
We're passionate about appropriate energy
storage and safe, non-toxic, fully recyclable
technologies. That's why we've brought the Sodium
Nickel battery to Australia, it's the 'gold standard'
of batteries. And why we love helping people find
the best solutions for their situation. 

JMC Elec t r i c s
JMC Electrics is a professional, reliable and cost
effective solar and electrical company. Our aim is
not only to provide cost effective solutions to our
customers energy needs, but to do so with minimal
environmental impact.We are a small company in
South Gippsland who cover all home and
commercial electrical and renewable energy
enquiries

COME AND TALK

WITH AN EXPERT

Venus Bay Community Centre
27 Canterbury Road, Venus Bay

info@vbcc.org.au 5663 7499
REGISTER

Redback Technolog i e s
At Redback Technologies, our purpose goes beyond
selling products. We’re passionate about creating a
cleaner tomorrow for our future generations, by
helping Australian households and small businesses
affordably generate their own renewable
energy today

SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER 12 - 2PM

Solar  V i c tor ia
Information about rebates and incentives

HAVE YOUR
QUESTIONS
ANSWERED



VAN CLEEF RESERVE – Venus Bay 

A bit of background: 2016 

Following a process of community consultation and 

engagement, the South Gippsland Shire Council allocated 

$125k for the development and implementation of a capital 

works project in Venus Bay with the objective to improve 

and protect the natural environment and wildlife.  

A project advisory group (PAG) comprised of Councillors, 

council staff and community members was formed to 

identify and oversee implementation of suitable projects.  

The reference group identified one major project centred 

around Van Cleef Reserve, that will provide environmental 

benefit.  

A Masterplan by Laidlaw and Laidlaw was developed in 

consultation with the reference group and sought to create 

a plan for a major environmental and conservation project 

with creative themes for the purpose of 

o creating a sustainable showcase of indigenous flora and fauna

o increasing wildlife habitat

o engaging and educating locals and visitors alike in the value and fragility of the flora and fauna of the

Venus Bay peninsula

o demonstrating how the plants, animals and humans of the Venus Bay Peninsula can work together

A confirmed budget of $125,000 was allocated for this project to be commenced in the 2017-18 financial 

year. 

The masterplan was wonderful, and some work was started on the 

project –the signage part went out to tender, a contract was 

awarded and started then it just stopped. The entrance sculptures 

were erected – towering banksias which look fantastic – then then 

momentum was lost again. Understanding that other factors – like 

covid, administrators, change of staff did influence the timeline – it 

was frustrating that once again Venus Bay seemed to be forgotten. 

 Over the last year, community members, along with our local 

councillor have been advocating to see this project be completed – 

it is now nearly 5 years down the track. 

We are pleased to report that council staff have now responded, and the project is once again underway. Signage 

work will be reimagined in line with existing signage in the district, and track work and vegetation work will be 

undertaken as well. 

It will be great to see this project completed– aiming for next Easter with a celebration in the park.   

FOOTNOTE – if you wondered where the name came from – Louis Roet donated the proceeds from his land holdings 

in Venus Bay under the auspices of the Van Cleef Foundation – to the Alfred Hospital to help them create a Neurology 

Institute. There’s some great information included in the Cool Change – history of Venus Bay and the Surf Life Saving 

Club book (available at the Club or Centre) 



VENUS BAY SKATEPARK 

A bit of background: 

In 2016, following a process of 

community budgeting consultation 

to determine projects of $400,000 

for Venus Bay – one of the projects

that gained community support was 

to establish a Skate Park in Venus 

Bay business precinct – with the

aim of providing a space for people 

to gather, particularly our younger 

community members. 

There was $125,000 allocated to this project (alongside the Van Cleef Reserve $125k and Surf Life Saving 

Club $150k to upgrade toilets and clubhouse) 

Nearly 5 years down the track – we are finally seeing the skate park closer to completion. In the early years

there was consultation and discussion about the best location – with the needs of a skatepark to have

passive oversight. Eventually it was agreed to roll the skatepark into the renewal of Jupiter Park in Venus 

Bay. Most of the park renewal has now been completed – and it looks great!

The area at the front of the park is where the skatepark will be located. Concept plans were circulated with 

feedback sought. The final concept plan was approved and apparently tenders for construction have gone 

out, to be finalised in the coming weeks/months – and then construction can start. Council says it will be

completed in this financial year. While this will be a wonderful open space recreational space for Venus Bay 

– it remains frustrating that it takes so many years to come to fruition.

Another project that has been in the Council budget for many years – with community consultation

completed nearly 3 years ago - is the upgrading of the Venus Bay Business Precinct. The upgrade will 

include better parking arrangements and allow for greater pedestrian flow – creating a greener precinct.

 Once again, as we watch Venus Bay become busier and more populated, and see huge swells of seasonal 

visitors – it’s frustrating this project has not been a priority of our council. Understanding once again there

have been delays due to COVID, we ask why this project is not a priority and when will it start. With many 

concerned about rising rates – it would be great to see council inject more of their new budget to meet the

growing needs of the district – not including these projects that have been in their budget for years.



Tarwin Lower Mechanics Institute Memorial Hall –  What’s the buzz? 

What a huge month November will be for the Hall – and it just keeps going from strength to strength!

Tracie Mitchell and her Tuesday Yoga classes are building momentum with the inclusion of an Intermediate class on 

Monday nights from 5:30pm. Bookings essential - Please call or text Tracie to secure your place on the mat 0421 300 

407. Summer is coming….time to tone up!

The Tarwin Lower Film Society has their next screening “Fisherman’s Friends” on Friday the

18 November 2022. PG13+ 

‘A fast living, cynical London music executive (Daniel Mays) heads to a remote

Cornish village on a stag weekend where he's pranked by his boss (Noel Clarke) into 

trying to sign a group of shanty singing fishermen (led by James Purefoy). He 

becomes the ultimate "fish out of water" as he struggles to gain the respect or 

enthusiasm of the unlikely boy band and their families (including Tuppence 

Middleton) who value friendship and community over fame and fortune. As he's 

drawn deeper into the traditional way of life, he's forced to re-evaluate his own 

integrity and ultimately question what success really means.’

Purchase your membership online at Trybooking.com and enjoy a wonderful night at the 

Hall. Get a table together or just join one and meet some new people! BYO your drinks and snacks. Doors 7pm; Film 

7:30pm.   Click here for more info on membership for 2022/23 and upcoming movies.  

Our amazing C.E.R.T. organisation is again hosting a fab night of Rock n Roll with Issi Dye 

on Saturday 5 November 2022. There will be Raffles, Auctions and Door Prizes with 

proceeds going to the worthiest cause – South Gippsland Wildlife Rescue Shelter Inc. I

hear there is only a table or two left! Contact Michelle Ford on 0487 120 041 or book at 

the Tarwin Lower Mitre 10. $25 pp 

Memorial  for Christopher John Moore  15/12/1961 – 29/09/2022

A memorial service to celebrate the life of Christopher Moore will be held at the Tarwin 

Lower Hall on Wednesday 2 November at 11:30am. Our condolences to Ash and his 

family on Chris’ passing. A private cremation has been held.

A big shout out to the Hall committee for getting down and dirty at our recent working bee day. We are ship shape 

and ready for another Market Day on 31 October kicking off our market summer season.  8:00am – 1:00pm. See you

there I hope everyone has a safe and happy Cup Day long weekend enjoying the Tarwin District Auto Festival at the 

TL Rec Reserve, and all the fabulous music and food our region has to offer. 

Finally, If you are looking for a venue to host your event, AGM  or community group 

meeting the Memorial Hall is for available for bookings now with WIFI. Enquiries to 

tarwinlowerhall@gmail.com  

Marg de Wolff 

Secretary, Tarwin Lower Mechanics Institute Memorial Hall 

Committee of Management Inc 

PS Here’s me with our newly installed Defibrillator unit thanks to the grant from the Bald

Hills Wind Farm. Legends!

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=899548&
https://www.tarwinlowerhall.com/filmsociety
https://visitsouthgippsland.com.au/event/tarwin-district-auto-festival/
mailto:tarwinlowerhall@gmail.com?subject=Venue%20Hire%20Enquiry


Venus Bay Community Centre invites local parents 
and carers to book in for a free child car restraint 

fitting or safety check! 

WHERE 27 Canterbury Road, Venue Bay 

WHEN Wednesday 23 November 2022 between 10.00am and 2.00pm 

HOW Bookings are essential. Parents and carers (including grandparents!) can 

book in a free child car restraint fitting or check by registering through:  

https://safeseatssafekids.com.au 

Please use drop down box to search venue name for all dates available. 

Please note, if you need to have more than 1 child car restraint 

fitted/checked, you will need to book multiple appointments.   

WHY 70% of child car restraints are incorrectly installed or used, posing a 

serious safety risk to children travelling in those restraints. For peace of 

mind, have a professional fitter check your restraints so you know your 

child is safe. For more information about the program, please visit  

kidsafevic.com.au/road-safety/free-child-car-restraint-checking-program 

These events are hosted by Kidsafe Victoria in partnership with Neighbourhood 

Houses Victoria, with support by the Victorian State Government.  



WOULD  YOU  B E
I N T ER E S T ED  I N
ATT END I NG  A

COMMUN I TY  CHO I R
OVER  THE  SUMMER

BREAK?
DETA I L S  TO  B E  WORKED

OUT  I F  WE  HAVE  ENOUGH
PEOPL E  I N T E R E S T ED

L E T  U S  KNOW .

WRITERS GROUP

COMMUNITY CHOIR

EXPRESSIONS
OF INTEREST

WE  ARE  NOW TAK I NG
NAMES  FOR  P EOPL E  WHO

M IGHT  L I K E  TO  JO I N  A
R EGULAR  WR I T E R S  GROUP

I N  V ENUS  BAY .

WE  KNOW THER E  AR E  A
F EW  WR I T E R S  OUT  THER E

I N  OUR  COMMUN I TY .





 
 
 
 
 
 
www.tarwinhealth.com.au 
info@tarwinhealth.com.au 
 

Latest news from the Tarwin Lower Health Centre. 
 
Cleaner Wanted The Tarwin Lower Community Health Centre is looking for a cleaner to do the Health Centre 
on a Saturday or a Sunday. It is approximately 2 and half hours per week. Rates are negotiable. ABN required. 
If interested please contact the Health Centre Phone (03) 56675680 if unattended leave a message or email 
tarwinlowerchc@gmail.com  
 
Art Exhibition The next Art Exhibition will be held at the Tarwin Community Health Centre on Sunday 13th of 
November, 2022 between 3.00 pm until 5.00 pm. Entry will be a $5.00 donation, nibbles and beverages 
provided. 
 
New Massage Service Rebekah Robertson (she/her) trained at the Southern School of Natural Therapies, 
Fitzroy and has years of experience as a massage therapist. She has worked for Skin Day Spa in St Kilda, 
Kabus in Glen Huntly as well as running her own practice in Melbourne for many years. You can expect a style 
of massage that incorporates all the modalities she practices. Depending on each individual client's needs she 
combines Shiatsu with Deep Tissue, Aromatherapy, Relaxation and Reiki. She works with her clients to 
optimise their healing, creating a safe and welcoming space for all. Her approach to massage therapy is 
practical, collaborative and has been described as "massage therapy for the soul".  
 
Rebekah acknowledges she works on unceded Aboriginal land and pays respect to elders past, present and 
emerging as the traditional custodians of this land. She is a proud LGBTIQ+ ally and welcomes all folks to 
enjoy the benefits of massage therapy. Rebekah is a mum to two adult kids, a sweet black labrador and a 
cantankerous kitty. 
 
To enquire or make an appointment please text Rebekah on 0412213519 or email her at 
blossom.natural.therapies@gmail.com 

 

Tarwin Lower Union Church 
Regular services: 

Saturday 5:30 p.m.     Catholic 
Liturgy / Communion on the Saturday before the  

1st, 3rd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month 

Saturday 6.30 p.m. 
Mass on the Saturday before the 2nd Sunday of  

 the month  

 Sunday 10.30 a.m. Anglican / Uniting 

Our mission is to be a welcoming, sharing Christian community 

Coming up: 

* Women’s discussion group (meets 3rd and 17th November) 

* Christmas carols and sausage sizzle, Thursday 22nd December  

(further details next month) 

Tarwin Lower & District 

Community Health Centre Inc. 

19 Walkerville Road, 

Tarwin Lower  VIC  3956 

Telephone 03 5667 5680 

            Fax       03 5667 5679 
ABN: 54 549 578 717             Incorp: A0012733G 

http://www.tarwinhealth.com.au/
mailto:info@tarwinhealth.com.au
mailto:tarwinlowerchc@gmail.com
mailto:blossom.natural.therapies@gmail.com


Councillor Corner 

From Councillor Sarah. 

Dear Community, 

Wow its nearly my first anniversary as Cr. Gilligan, what a year! Thanks for the 

opportunity, I love it and it’s an exciting time to be in South Gippsland. You

may or may not have come across our Shire CEO Kerryn Ellis, she’s doing a

great job at structural and cultural change as well as bringing key networks 

and relationships for the Shire’s benefit. Kerryn won Local Government

Association CEO of the year and our Accountant Melissa Baker was publicly 

commended by the Local Government Finance Professional Group for her gold standard work on our end 

of year finances and audit.  

I know this awesomeness is not necessarily visible to you the ratepayer (and boy are we ratepayers!!!) YET, 

we still have a lot of same old issues up and down the coast. Many of our big ticket challenges are state and 

federal responsibilities; health, regional roads, public and community transport, rec reserves, childcare, 

aged care, kindergarten, social housing, disaster management and on and on.  

We all know how frustrating the complex multi-agency ownership and responsibility is around these parts. 

So, instead of handballing the responsibility for things affecting the liveability and environmental 

protection of our region, Council is committed to following through with targeted advocacy projects with 

real outcomes; to be a strong voice for the right investment and partnership at the regional and national 

table.  

Below are the list of advocacy priorities for full details go to the South Gippsland Shire Council website. FYI 

every one of your nine democratically elected councillors supports every one of these priorities, isn’t that a 
nice change in politics, Together!  

 Enjoy and start making your summer safe plans now, the grass is already out of control! 

Cr Sarah Gilligan 

Our Advocacy Priorities: 

1. Increase funding to Rural Councils

2. Leongatha Heavy Vehicle Route

3. South Gippsland Highway ~ Korumburra Realignment (Korumburra Bends)

4. Connectivity: NBN upgrades, minimise telephone black spots and community transport

5. Early Years Infrastructure:Funding to improve existing and develop future Early Education Centres to

meet growing demands

6. Upgrade of the Leongatha Rec Reserve Grand Stand

7. Coastal protection: Erosion and Flood Mitigation Seawall assessment study, and development of

Venus Bay Salt Marsh Strategy

8. Improved access to mental health care

9. Emergency Preparedness



Every great idea starts somewhere.
ARE YOU READY TO REGENERATE? WHAT'S A LOCAL LEARNING LAB?
Do you have an impactful idea, project or
business that could regenerate your
community? Are you looking to connect
with enterprising, like-minded people?

WWF-Australia has partnered with Regen Studios,
The Australian Centre for Social Innovation (TACSI)
and local hosts to work with communities around
Australia.

We’re ready to help regenerate communities by
supporting local early-stage ideas, projects and
enterprises that benefit people, nature and the
economy. 

A Local Learning Lab is a 2-day workshop designed to
support the development of regional regeneration and
entrepreneurship. The Labs bring together individuals,
small-to-medium-sized enterprises, local partners and
industry experts to provide support for ideas, projects
and businesses that have the potential to bring social,
environmental and economic benefits to the region.

We don’t need to choose between a healthy
environment and a thriving economy. Through the
labs, we hope to develop regional and national
networks of communities, businesses and experts
working together to Regenerate Australia.

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians and Owners of the lands in
which we work and live on across Australia. We pay our respects to
Elders of the past and present. We are committed to collaboration that
furthers self-determination and creates a better future for all.
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Progress regenerative ideas and enterprises and
explore regenerative business models.
Strengthen your connection to community, place
and each other.
Strengthen self-organising capabilities to progress
regeneration in Gippsland.
Learn from Traditional Owners about how we
regenerate our environment and our communities.
Link with local and regional partners ready to
support businesses and community groups.
Connect and collaborate with ‘regenerators’ across
your community.
Strengthen regional entrepreneurship.
Join Australia’s growing community of
regenerators.

We want to ensure that you have the networks,
knowledge and resources you need to bring your
regenerative ideas to life. 

At the Lab, you’ll have the opportunity to connect with
local Aboriginal Elders, fellow regenerators and
entrepreneurs within your community, as well as
industry experts eager to share their knowledge. Our
goal is to provide you with the expertise and support
you need to bring your ideas to life while maximising
your positive impact on your local economy,
community and environment.     

WWF-Australia and partners are committed to
providing funding and resources for communities
eager to maintain the momentum and relationships
developed during their Local Learning Lab. 

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR?

WHAT'S ON OFFER?

WHO CAN ATTEND?
To ensure a healthy future for people and nature, we all
need to work together to Regenerate Australia, so we
hope to see Australians from all walks of life at our
Local Learning Labs.

We’ll be focusing on ideas and enterprises relevant to
the region, and are especially interested in Indigenous-
led enterprises, ideas driven by young regenerators,
and ideas that amplify Indigenous Ecological
Knowledge.

Your idea might relate to biodiversity, agriculture,
tourism, energy, waste, education, democracy,
transport, water, art, Indigenous-led enterprise,
wellbeing – almost anything! The most important
thing is that what you propose is regenerative. 

Regenerative projects operate in harmony with nature,
inspired by the ecological potential and cultural history
of the local region. Regeneration isn’t possible without
Indigenous Ecological Knowledge —  understanding
and respecting First Peoples' connection to Country is
vital to ensure successful regeneration. 

We want to grow local economies through
entrepreneurship that supports people and nature to
thrive. We’re especially interested in ideas and projects
that are still at a local scale and have the potential and
the desire to grow.

DURING THE LAB,  YOU WILL

‘Regeneration recognises that human and
planetary health are deeply interwoven, and
actively seeks to enable the flourishing of
human and non-human life, on an ongoing
basis, forever.’
– Regenerative Songlines

‘Our current economic system is degenerative and
extractive; it steals the future. A regeneratively
designed system heals the future.’
– Damon Gameau, film writer/director, author and activist.

Co-Founder & Creative Director, Regen Studios.

Walking on Country with Aunty Trish Ellis of Minga
Aboriginal Cultural Services and Adam Nye from
Muladha Gamara, as part of the Eurobodalla Local
Learning Labs, June 2022.



Who organises the Local Learning Labs?
The Lab experience is fully funded and made
possible by WWF-Australia and is an important
part of our bold vision to Regenerate Australia.
We’re partnering with TACSI, Regen Studios,
Gippsland Social Enterprise Collective to bring you
the Gippsland Local Learning Lab.

What resources are available to make The Labs
accessible?
We want to ensure that the Local Learning Labs
are open to all! We’re committed to making our
events as accessible as possible, and we’re open
to reimbursing travel and childcare costs should
this support your participation.

In the registration form, you’ll have the opportunity
to outline any accessibility requirements and to
request financial support. 

Click here to register today!

What kind of funding will be available?
WWF-Australia is committing up to $12K in funding
for communities eager to maintain the momentum
and connections developed during their Local
Learning Lab. We’re also seeking additional
regional funding and support. More information
about this funding and how it can support your
community will be shared at The Lab.

GIPPSLAND LOCAL LEARNING LAB

FAQs

When: Saturday 12 - Sunday 13 November

Location: On the lands of Brayakuloong clan of
the Kurnai people, Warragul, VIC 3820

Registration closes: Sunday 30 October

Participation confirmed: Tuesday 2 November

About the Lab:  We're partnering with local hosts 
The Gippsland Social Enterprise Collective
(funded by Social Enterprise Network Victoria),
The MAST and The Herd Co-Working Space to
support local regenerative enterprises at the
Gippsland Learning Lab.    

The Lab will have space for up to 25 enterprising
people from across Gippsland (including Phillip
Island). Local regenerators will work with a team
of experts in commercial, social and government
sectors. Together, we'll clarify and refine your idea
through the lens of regeneration, explore business
models and develop next steps. 

‘Collaboration is the thread in the community that
enables others to succeed and thrive by sharing
skills, experiences, and dreams to co-create a
regenerative future for the region.’
– Sarah Tate, Gippsland Social Enterprise Collective

Click or scan to register your interest!

Registering your interest does not confirm your attendance.
We’ll reach out to advise on Lab participation and alternative
opportunities on 2 November.

WHAT TO EXPECT

LOCAL HOST PARTNERS

6pm - 8pm, Friday 11
November – Join us for a
local gathering, something
to eat and a screening of
Renegerating Australia.
Open to friends and
family.

9am - 5pm, Saturday 12 and 9am-4pm, Sunday 13
November – Together, we’ll work through interactive
exercises designed to support and develop
regenerative ideas, initiatives and connections within
your community. We’ll also enjoy local food, drink and
natural spaces, of course!

Attend follow-up mentoring sessions.
Participate in other activities within WWF-
Australia's Innovate to Regenerate program.
Connect with local and regional partners to
progress your ideas.

After the Lab, you will also have the opportunity to:
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https://wwf-australia.typeform.com/to/XDEcTuQs
https://wwf-australia.typeform.com/to/XDEcTuQs
https://wwf-australia.typeform.com/to/XDEcTuQs


FREE Community
Lunch

Wednesdays
12.00

Silver Banksia
Plant group

 Mondays
10.00 -  12.00

Play group
Thursdays
10.30 -  12.00

Book Club
2nd Tuesday
of the Month

5.00 -  6.30

Current
book

Sewing
mornings

every
wednesday

BYO Project or help
with upcycling

projects

A stitchin time
social  sewing

group
3rd Wednesday 

of the month
5.00 -  6.30

Nibbles and chat
BYO project

Happenings at the Community Centre



Power outage: using alternative fuel 
and electricity generation safely 
Community information 

Using an alternative power supply during a power 

outage for cooking, lighting, heating or power can be 

extremely dangerous.  

Carbon monoxide is invisible, and you cannot smell it. 

If it builds up in a home, garage or caravan it can 

cause sudden illness, loss of consciousness and 

death.  

Protect yourself and your family from injury or death 

by following these safety tips. 

Power generators 

Portable power generators are very useful, but if not 

used safely they can lead to: 

• carbon monoxide poisoning from the engine

exhaust

• electric shock or electrocution

• fire

Petrol or diesel-powered generators can produce 

carbon monoxide gas so must only be used in a 

well-ventilated outdoor area away from open 

windows and vents. 

Householders must follow the instructions supplied 

with the generator to ensure safe operation. To 

prevent overloading of a generator, it is important to 

consider the generator’s rating (wattage). The total 
rating of appliances operating at the same time must 

be less than the rating of the generator. 

Permanently installed standby generators are best 

suited for providing back-up power to the home.  

Only a licensed electrician should connect a 

permanent generator. 

Using a portable generator safely 

• Never use a portable generator indoors. Do not

locate inside a home, garage, carport, basement,

crawlspace or other enclosed or partially enclosed

area, even with ventilation. Opening doors and

windows will not prevent the build-up of carbon 

monoxide and other fumes indoors. 

• Always operate the generator outdoors and well

away from occupied spaces, windows or

doorways.

• Read the manufacturer’s instructions before use.
• Do not overload the generator.

• Switch the generator off when refuelling or when

not in use.

It is a good idea to install battery-operated carbon 

monoxide alarms in your home to alert you when 

carbon monoxide levels pose a health risk. Test the 

battery frequently and replace when needed. 

To avoid electric shock or 
electrocution 

• Keep the generator dry and do not use it in the

rain.

• To protect the generator from moisture, use it on a

dry surface under an open canopy-like structure,

such as a tarp held up on poles.

• Always dry your hands before touching the

generator.

To prevent carbon monoxide 
poisoning 

• Never use a gas stove or oven to heat a home.

• Never use a charcoal grill, hibachi, lantern or

portable camping stove inside a home, tent or

caravan.

• Never run a generator, pressure washer or any

fuel-powered engine inside a basement, garage or

other enclosed structure, even if the doors or

windows are open, unless the equipment is

professionally installed and vented.

• Keep vents and flues free of debris, especially if

winds are high, as flying debris can block

ventilation openings.
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• Never run a motor vehicle, generator, pressure

washer or any fuel-powered engine outside an

open window, door or vent where exhaust can vent

into an enclosed area.

• Never leave the motor running in a vehicle parked

in an enclosed or partially enclosed space such as

a garage.

• If you start to feel sick, dizzy or weak, get to fresh

air immediately and get immediate medical advice.

Refuelling a generator 

• Only use the type of fuel recommended by the

manufacturer.

• Make sure the generator is off and cool before

refuelling. Petrol spilled on hot engine parts can

catch fire.

• Store petrol or diesel outside, away from the home

in a locked shed or other protected area.

• Do not store any fuel near a fuel-burning appliance

(such as a natural gas water heater or near a car in

a garage).

Using appliances connected to a 
generator 

If returning to a property that has been damaged by 

fire or strong winds, check the wiring and other 

electrical installations before connecting and turning 

on any appliances. 

You should also: 

• Plug appliances directly into the generator via a

heavy duty, outdoor-rated extension cord.

• Use short extension leads that are in good

condition and plugs that have all three prongs.

• Fully unwind extension leads from reels or drums.

Do not try to power the house wiring by 

plugging the generator into a wall outlet. This 

can ‘back feed’ along the power lines and is 
extremely dangerous to you and your neighbours. 

Further information 

• In an emergency call triple zero (000) for an

ambulance.

• For information about safely using gas or electricity

contact Energy Safe Victoria on 9203 9700 or visit

the Energy Safe Victoria Website

<www.esv.vic.gov.au>

• For information about the health effects of carbon

monoxide exposure call NURSE-ON-CALL 24

hours a day, 7 days a week on 1300 60 60 24 or

seek advice from your doctor.

To stay informed about 
emergencies 

• Go to www.emergency.vic.gov.au or download the

VicEmergency app.

• Tune into your local Emergency Broadcaster

including ABC Local Radio, commercial and

designated community radio stations, or Sky

News TV.

• Follow VicEmergency on Twitter or Facebook.

• Phone the VicEmergency Hotline on 1800 226

226 (freecall). For help with English, phone the

Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450

(freecall) and ask them to telephone the

VicEmergency Hotline.

To receive this publication in an accessible format phone 1300 761 874, using the National 

Relay Service 13 36 77 if required, or email environmental.healthunit@dhhs.vic.gov.au 

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne. 

© State of Victoria, Department of Health and Human Services, September 2020.  

Available at https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/emergencies/emergency-type/natural-disasters 

Translations available at  https://healthtranslations.vic.gov.au/  

http://www.esv.vic.gov.au/
http://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/emergencies/emergency-type/natural-disasters
https://healthtranslations.vic.gov.au/


BALD HILLS WIND FARM

COMMUNITY FUND 

APPLICATIONS OPEN SOON
Applications for the Community Fund 
grants will open in November with $25k 
available to support projects in the Tarwin 
Lower, Walkerville and Venus Bay district.

In 2023, one District project worth up to 
$15k will be supported with the remaining 
funds distributed through the smaller 
grants of up to $2k each.

Eligible projects must provide a benefit or 
service to people in the Tarwin Lower, 
Venus Bay and Walkerville district.

More info: www.baldhillswindfarm.com.au/
communityfund

MORE INFO:

Applications 
open 
November 
2022 .



NEW BICYCLES
AVAILABLE TO 
HIRE $20 PER

DAY

WE ALSO HAVE A
TRIKE

deposit & registration
required

Trailers for public
use within the local
area only.  These do

not require
booking.  Please

return when
finished using.

Disc golf  -  discs
available for hire from

the Centre.
Course is  located in
Tarwin Lower.  See

their facebook page
for more details .

Shark Disc Park Club.



CFA is running online educational sessions for South East Region residents.
These sessions provide vital knowledge and advice on ways to prepare your
property for fire season. Each session will run for around one hour and will
cover;

FREE MEETING'S on ZOOM

Is your property ready 
for fire season?

Preparing your property for fire

Is my property at risk?
How fires destroy buildings
Landscaping and garden design

What can I do?
Fire Danger Ratings

For more information please contact our team on the details below
          0419 874 484 or firesafetyoutreach@cfa.vic.gov.au 

Sunday Nov 6th, 2022
4.00pm-5pm

Register here:
https://cfa-vic-gov- 

au.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5AodOCgqzIv 
H9E_sCWpCIpKwtkM0uU7dx1o 

https://cfa-vic-gov-au.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5AodOCgqzIvH9E_sCWpCIpKwtkM0uU7dx1o
https://cfa-vic-gov-au.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5AodOCgqzIvH9E_sCWpCIpKwtkM0uU7dx1o


CFA is running online educational sessions for South East Region residents.
These sessions provide vital knowledge and advice on ways to prepare your
property for fire season. Each session will run for around one hour and will
cover;

FREE MEETING'S on ZOOM

Is your property ready 
for fire season?

Preparing your property for fire

Is my property at risk?
How fires destroy buildings
Landscaping and garden design

What can I do?
Fire Danger Ratings

For more information please contact our team on the details below
          0419 874 484 or firesafetyoutreach@cfa.vic.gov.au 

Thursday Nov 17th, 2022
7.30pm-8.30pm

     Register here:
https://cfa-vic-gov- 

au.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5Mvdumsrj8oGNw 
mH6ozGswbQHZIUYm6lWi8

https://cfa-vic-gov-au.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5Mvdumsrj8oGNwmH6ozGswbQHZIUYm6lWi8
https://cfa-vic-gov-au.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5Mvdumsrj8oGNwmH6ozGswbQHZIUYm6lWi8
https://cfa-vic-gov-au.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5Mvdumsrj8oGNwmH6ozGswbQHZIUYm6lWi8


Do you have a few hours to spare?
We are always looking for volunteers to help out at the community

centre...do you have any particular skills you can contribute? Or perhaps
you have a bit of time to spend helping with filing in the office or sorting

donations for the Recycling enterprise?
Every bit counts and every bit is appreciated. We could not function

without our fabulous team of volunteers. 
So why not come and join in!

Situated at 27 Canterbury Road, Venus Bay.
 

Phone: 5663 7499, Send mail to Post Office Box 786, Venus Bay 3956
 

Email: info@vbcc.org.au Website: www.vbcc.org.au
 

Opening hours reflect the season -  please check our website or Facebook for
details 

or call Alyson 0416 242 331
Venus Bay Community Centre is supported by:

Department of Health & Human Services (Victoria) and the Commonwealth
Government, South Gippsland Shire Council.

 
Our website is www.vbcc.org.au

 
Find current and back issues of Matter Of Fact on our website.  Please

contact us if you wish to be on our email distribution list.


