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We started by recapping on the Venus Bay Community Energy Study
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Creating context for the workshop and Activity #1

Project Team member - Heather Smith 
from Changing Weather – presented 
this Resilience framework and outlined 
how would be drawing on this way of 
thinking as we went through the 
workshop activities:

• Resilience in our relationships with energy and 
infrastructure, 

•How disturbances can come in the form of 
outages and emergencies, but also from 
vulnerabilities and stresses, such as impacts on 
the grid as we transition to renewable energy 
and; 

•How we react or respond to disturbances has 
everything to do with how prepared and resilient 
we are as a community.



Activity #1 – We mapped our 
relationships under four scenarios







Activity #2 – Understanding energy criticality

The second activity we did was to assess how 
important energy supplies were, based on the 
criticality of the device we wanted to use.  Before 
undertaking this exercise Heather Smith illustrated 
the energy use of different types of electrical 
appliances and devices.



Activity #2 – Key concepts when 
thinking about energy criticality and 
the assessment criteria used

Workshop participants ranked the importance of 
different devices under three different lengths of  
outage, and during emergencies, where this gave 
rise to different needs.



Activity #2 – key takeaways

Communications and 
information were ranked as 
the highest need for energy

People rely on stored energy in many ways -
car batteries for charging our phones, gas 

and wood for cooking. 

Light was ranked lower 
because most people 

have torches or candles 
on hand

Being able to buy 
petrol in an 

emergency and 
drinking water and 

water pumping were 
next most important. 

Everyone was concerned about the 
contents of fridges and freezers 

during long outages



This information will be 
shared across the 

community to see if 
people agree or would 
rank things differently.  

When we arrive at some 
consistency about 

energy needs, during 
outages and 

emergencies, the size of 
community energy 

systems can be 
calculated





Categories in order of importance with alternatives noted

Torches 
and 
candles

Tap on tank, Containers 
of water

Mobile as alternative to NBN Charge in the car Esky

Gas Wood heating, extra clothes Outdoor solar lights Mobile phone Gas and wood



Next steps towards a 
Community Energy 

solution for Venus Bay 
and Tarwin Lower

1. This Harvest Report will be shared across the 
community and people invited to comment on and 
contribute information about any aspect

2. Please fill in the Community survey, which provides 
an opportunity for people to add to the energy 
criticality ranking: 
https://www.vbcc.org.au/communitysurvey

3. Project Team members and volunteers will be 
attending local markets and street stalls to engage 
people in the Community Energy Study – look out 
for us at the Tarwin Lower Market on October 31st

and around town over the summer

4. Remember to look out for project information and 
updates in the Monthly Community Energy 
Bulletins by visiting 
www.vbcc.org.au/communityenergy

5. Workshop #2 is on Saturday February 11th, 2023  –
this will be a great session on working through how 
different types of community energy options in 
different locations around the community might 
best meet community needs

https://www.vbcc.org.au/communitysurvey
http://www.vbcc.org.au/communityenergy

